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The Death of a Culture?

ÅòThe Coptic culture of Christian Egypt, which had 
flourished in high originality and creativity in the sixth 
and early seventh centuries, was . . . thoroughly 
submerged . . . by the effects of the Arab/Islamic 
conquest. ó

(Leslie MacCoull 1993, 35)



What is Culture?

ÅCulture (from the Latin: cultura meaning "to cultivate," ) 

generally refers to patterns of human activity and 

the symbolic structures that give such activities 

significance and importance .

ÅCulture includes art, science, as well as moral 

systems. Culture is manifested in music, literature, 

lifestyle, painting and sculpture, theater and film 

and similar things. 



So, what is culture?

ÅLanguage

ÅLiterature

ÅArt

ÅFood
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Virgin and Child, 13thŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ {ǘΦ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ Monastry, Red Sea
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